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PREFACE.
This work has been written in accordance with instructions received from the leaders of the great Ti-ping Revolution in China.
Besides an account of my own personal adventures and practical experience during four years’ military service and social intercourse with the Ti-pings, the following pages contain:–
A complete history of the Revolution: its Christian, political, military, and social organization; an accurate description of its extraordinary leader, Hung-sui-tshuen, and his principal chiefs; the rise, progress, and present circumstances of the movement, together with its bearing and influence as well upon the welfare of the 360 million inhabitants of China, as on the general interests of Great Britain; with
a thorough review of the policy of the British Government towards China; including the intervention with and hostilities against the Ti-ping patriots, who, by accepting Christianity and abandoning idolatry,
revolted against the Manchoo-Tartar Government.
In writing this work I have been prompted by feelings of sympathy for a worthy, oppressed, and cruelly-wronged people; as well as by a desire to protest against the evil foreign policy which England, during the last few years, has pursued towards _weak_ Powers, especially in Asia.
As a talented writer has just proved,[1] “It is not once, nor yet twice, that the policy of the British Government has been ruinous to the best interests of the world. It is not once, nor yet twice, that British
deeds have aroused the indignation and horror of ‘highly civilized and half-civilized races.’ Disregard of international law and of treaty law in Europe–deeds of piracy and spoliation in Asia–one vast system of
wrong and violence have everywhere for years marked the dealings of the British Government with the weaker nations of the globe.”
Entertaining similar opinions to these, I have endeavoured to produce a complete history of the wonderful revolution in China, and an accurate narrative of the forcible intervention of the British Government against it. As this subject has never been properly placed before the people of
England; as it forms one of the last acts of interference with the internal affairs of another State which was undertaken by Lord Palmerston’s Administration; and as I have had peculiar opportunities of
becoming acquainted as well with the Ti-pings as with the terrible effects of British intervention in this instance,–I feel it my duty to afford the fullest information to my countrymen, so as to assist them in
forming a correct opinion on a question of such vast magnitude.
Deploring, as I do, the apathy with which the great majority of Englishmen regard the foreign policy of their rulers, and lull themselves into a self-satisfied and indolent state of mind, because of
the _present_ internal prosperity of their country, it is with hope of some good result that I offer my testimony against an hitherto uncondemned national crime; and, by illustrating the iniquity of our
last hostilities in China, join the small array of those who strive to arouse their countrymen from what may prove a fatal lethargy…
[…]The history of the world proves that every great nation which has been founded by aggression and the sword has ultimately fallen, notwithstanding its power and grandeur, through the exercise of the same illegal violence against itself. Now those who utterly condemn any political action having for its basis expediency, temporary interest, commercial extension, place-holding, or any other mercenary or selfish motives, at the sacrifice of rigid equity and honour, believe that under Providence England will never fall from her exalted position while adhering unchangeably to the eternal principles of right and justice. If the future and the ultimate fate of a nation be not preordained, but are really dependent upon itself, let us believe that its destiny will be determined by an immutable law which only rewards or punishes according to deserts. Then will all who love their country be jealous of its honour, whilst those who are rather intent upon immediate and personal aggrandizement will imitate the acts of the robber, who cares not for the crime so long as he can enrich himself.
Mingled with the more serious parts of this work, the reader will find much information regarding the vast Chinese empire; the character, customs, and position of its interesting people, especially so far as
the Ti-pings are concerned. As these are subjects which have come largely under my personal observation, I have connected them with my own travels and adventures in the form of a narrative, so that each alternate chapter should treat exclusively of the history of the Ti-ping Revolution until both could be combined together.
At present civil war is raging in every part of China, and if the natives–as represented by the Ti-ping, Nien-fie, or other insurrectionists–should succeed in overthrowing their Manchoo oppressors, a vast field will be thrown open to European enterprise, and the opportunity that will exist for civilizing and Christianizing the largest country in the world cannot be exaggerated.
A. F. L.
_London, 3rd February, 1866._
* * * * *
FOOTNOTES:[1] “Intervention and Non-intervention,” by A. G. Stapleton.
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