First Opium War Document Evaluation

Instructions: This activity may be completed individually or with a partner at the instructor’s direction. 

Students will read the provided background material about the First Opium War to understand Chinese and British perspectives.

Students will then examine two excerpts of primary source materials from the First Opium War period.
Students will use the below questions to help with their analysis of the materials.  Finally, students will complete a comparison chart examining British and Chinese aims and indicate key areas where these aims are in conflict.  If time permits, these areas of conflict will be discussed in class.




Document 1: Lin’s Letter to Queen Victoria
	Based on background reading, who is Lin?  What is his role? Who is he addressing?





	

	What is Lin’s purpose in sending this letter?




	

	What actions has he already taken?



	

	What will happen to those who persist in the opium trade?


	

	What is the tone of this letter?  Do you see any bias? How do you think it would be perceived by its intended recipient?  Why?





	




Document 2: Dispatch from Commodore Bremer to London
	Who is the author?  What is his role? When was this letter sent and why is this significant?




	

	What actions were taken?  Choose one line to illustrate the importance of these actions.




	

	Who were these actions taken against?  What was their response?




	

	How do you think the Chinese felt about these actions? Why?




	

	What is the tone of this letter?  Do you see any bias?  If so, provide examples.





	












