Taiping Rebellion Video Worksheet Answer Key

Instructions: Students should fill out the worksheet while watching the video.  The questions follow the video sequence.

1)How and where did Hong Xiuquan learn of Christianity?
From missionaries - both foreign and Chinese - in Canton
2) What relationship did Hong Xiuquan claim with Jesus?
Younger brother
3) How many converts did Hong Xiuquan have in 1850?
Twenty thousand
4) What were the Taiping goals?
Depose the Qing emperor from Beijing and eliminate Manchu rule
5) What city did the Taipings capture in 1853 and how long did they hold it?
Nanjing – 11 years
5) Who was at the forefront of the anti-Taiping governors by 1854?
Zeng Guofan
6) What two foreign powers were trying to enter Beijing at the same time as the Taiping Rebellion?
Great Britain and France
7)What element of the Taiping rebellion caused some foreign countries to think Taiping rule might be better that Qing rule?
Ostensibly Christian foundations
8) What year did Britain and France enter the war and on what side?
1860 on side of Qings
9) When did Nanjing fall?
1864
10) What happened to Hong?
Committed suicide
11) What is a noted feature of the Taiping Rebellion?
Bloodiest conflict before the 20th century
12) What is the modern estimate of total deaths in the Taiping Rebellion?
20-40 million deaths
13) Identify ‘modern’ weapons and techniques used in the rebellion.
Rifles, repeating guns, mortars, grenades, artillery, trench warfare
14)Name notable foreign Taiping sympathizer?
Augstus Lindley
15) What was the most common style of warfare?
Siege warfare 
16) What was the number one cause of death?
Starvation
17)Compare civilian deaths in Napoleonic War to Taiping Rebellion.
30% versus 85-95%
18) What were some lingering social problems after the Taiping Rebellion?
Homelessness, unemployment, malnutrition, no infrastructure
19) What does the presenter say was perhaps the war’s greatest casualty?
The Qing Empire
20) Who was the Northern Intendent?  What did this office make him?
Zeng Guofan – Primary civil and military authority in the Empire
21) In the 1950s, US historians began to see the Taipings as precursors to which group?
Chinese Communists
22)What does the presenter say was an extraordinary aspect of the Taiping Rebellion?
Religious fanaticism
23) What valid parallels with this group can be seen?
Creation of coherent state and reorganize society to match their ideology, mass education, reform programs
24) What does the presenter claim is the legacy of the Taipings?
 State organization and social and geographical coherence as echoed into modern China 


Threats to the Qing Dynasty:
· Hong Xiuquan and the Taiping rebels
· Britain
· France
· Continued need for local government following the rebellion which led to a loss of central government control
· Ongoing social unrest due to destruction caused by Taiping Rebellion





