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Slide 1 – Title:  In the 1800s, Great Britain was a dominate/major power in the world.  British ships plied the oceans transporting exotic spices and ceramics from Africa, India, and Asia back to London and traded raw material, industrially manufactured goods and silver in return.  Does anyone know/remember the name of one of the merchant groups participating in this trade?

Slide 2 – BEIC Clipper: The most powerful merchant firm was the British East India Company.  As we’ve already learned, the British East India Company – along with others – had colonized India and was progressing steadily to the east in search of more trading opportunities.

Slide 3 – Map: This is a map of British trade routes.  Who would like to come up and trace the possible routes from Great Britain to India?  And if British merchants are moving to the east, where are they going?  That’s right!  The British firms are trying to increase trade in East Asia, in particular with China.
Remember that China has been the most powerful country in Asia for centuries.  The Chinese, who were governed by the Qing Dynasty in the nineteenth century, were used to receiving respect and honor from their neighbors.  Indeed, China, much like Great Britain and its European neighbors, considered itself the center of the world.

Slide 4 – Tea:  China did have some reasons to be full of pride.  After all, Chinese silks and ceramics were luxury commodities in Europe and America.  And everyone in Great Britain was clamoring for tea.  But  what the British had to offer in return, the Chinese didn’t really want or need.  Aside from cotton cloth that the British got from their colonies in India, China would not buy from the British merchants  And remember, China had also limited European merchants to only a few trading ports around Canton so they also were able to control who the British sold to.  So, rather than trading with goods, the British East India Company and others like it were forced to pay China in silver for the items so prized at home.  

Slide 5 – Trade Imbalance:  This was causing a trade imbalance.  What do you think this means?

Slide 6 – Trade Imbalance def.: Very good!  Basically, a trade imbalance happens when two countries are trading and one country buys more from the other country than it is also able to sell.  Think of it like trading pokemon cards or other things with a friend.  Your friend has a lot of rare cards that you really want.  But your friend will only take one or two card types in return and makes you give a dollar to make up the difference.  If this happens enough, soon you’ll run out of cards and money!  The British merchants soon found that they were losing too much money despite the profits in London because the Chinese didn’t want to buy anything they had to offer.  Over a 50 year period Britain paid £27m in silver to the Chinese, but sold them only £9m of British goods in return.
Slide 7 – Poppies:  How do you think the British East India Company tried to make up the trade imbalance?  What could they offer that the Chinese might want?
What we’re looking at is a field of poppies – those flowers in the Wizard of Oz that make Dorothy, Toto, and the Cowardly Lion fall asleep.  Does anyone know what you can make from poppies?

Slide 8 – Opium:  That’s correct – you can make a drug called opium.

Slide 9 – Opium def.:  Opium is a narcotic.  We can use opium derivatives – called opiods, for medical procedures as it can help to numb pain or cause people to become unconscious.  Morphine derives from opium, for example.  Opium can also be used illegally.  But initially in the nineteenth century, opium was not prohibited.

Slide 10 – Opium Den:  This is an opium den.  It was a place where people could gather together socially and smoke opium.  Initially opium was not seen as harmful.  However it can be addictive and cause people to waste their lives away.  Opium smoking was long prevalent as a social activity in China and was not originally illegal.  In 1799, opium was officially banned by the Qing Dynasty.  However opium consumption continued  as an underground activity.
Slide 11 – Opium smuggler:  Because China could not produce enough opium to supply the illegal demand, many merchants from all over turned to the opium trade.  The British East India Company, with its monopoly on the Calcutta trade, was able to obtain opium very cheaply and then smuggled it to China.  
Slide 12 – Opium map: The British did all they could to increase the trade: They bribed officials, helped the Chinese work out elaborate smuggling schemes to get the opium into China's interior, and distributed free samples of the drug to innocent victims.  British merchant ships would load up on opium in India and then sail to China where the opium would offloaded to smaller ships that would transport the illicit cargo into China to be dispersed.  The Qing emperors watched as opium consumption grew and the silver that had been flowing in began to flow back out.  Finally Emperor Daoguang had had enough and issued a crackdown on the opium trade, which included cargo seizure.

Slide 13 - Lin Zexu: The Emperor sent Commissioner Lin Zexu to Canton (Guangzhou) in 1838 to deal with the smuggling problem.  Lin was able to put his first two proposals into effect easily. Addicts were rounded up, forcibly treated, and taken off the habit, and domestic drug dealers were harshly punished. His third objective — to confiscate foreign stores and force foreign merchants to sign pledges of good conduct, agreeing never to trade in opium and to be punished by Chinese law if ever found in violation — was more difficult to achieve.

Slide 14 – Disposing of opium:  Lin destroyed more than 20,000 chests of opium, detained the entire foreign community in Canton during the process.  Considering that each chest was worth around $1000, this was a lot of money!  British merchants were outraged and appealed to London for help.

Slide 15 – Warships: Opinion in England was divided.  Some British did indeed feel morally uneasy about the opium trade but they were overruled by those who wanted to increase England's China trade and teach the arrogant Chinese a good lesson.  Do you think the British were right to see China as arrogant?  Or was it arrogant of the British to flout Chinese law by smuggling opium?

Slide 16 – Opium War: The conflict between China and Britain over the opium trade is known as the Opium war.

Slide 17 – Opium War def.: The Opium War was fought between 1839 and 1842 on Chinese soil.  Please write down the dates and the cause on your sheet.

Slide 18 – Charles Eliot: This is Charles Eliot, the British commander in the region during the onset of Opium War.  He personally opposed the opium trade on moral grounds but ordered the blockade of the Pearl River in the Canton Harbor when he was unable to reach a compromise with Lin Zexu

Slide 19 – Nemesis: Here is a drawing of the HMS Nemesis, Britain’s first oceanic ironclad warship.  This means that the wood of the ship was protected by iron plates for defense.  Superior technology in the form of naval vessels as well as muskets and heavy artillery such as cannons, easily overpowered the Chinese, whose military technology was not nearly so advanced. 

Slide 20 – Engraving: This is an engraving of the Opium War.  Who do you think made this engraving?  Why?  Can you tell which figures are Chinese?  British?  And which ships?  How?  How do you think the engraver felt about the war given these details?

Slide 21 – Signing of the Treaty:  The British won the Opium War decisively, gobbling up Chinese territory and encroaching ever further inland, capturing the cities of Shanghai and Nanking along with Canton.   Finally, humiliated militarily, the Qing Emperor had had enough and surrendered.

Slide 22 – Treaty of Nanking:  In order to formally conclude the war, China and Britain agreed to the terms outlined in the Treaty of Nanking

Slide 23 – Treaty of Nanking def.: The treaty was signed in August of 1842.  This would the first of many treaties China would sign during the nineteenth century and is also considered the first of the ‘unequal treaties’ because of its terms.

Slide 24 – Treaty picture: This is a picture of the Chinese translation of the treaty.  What do you think the Chinese had to agree to in order to end the war?

Slide 25 – Concession:  Those are all really good ideas!  Among the terms of the treaty were what are called concessions.  Does anyone know what these are?

Slide 26 – Concession def.: A concession is a piece of territory that goes from being under the control of the country where the territory is located into the hands of another country.  You can also think of concessions as ‘items or rules a defeated country has to agree to in order to have peace.’

Slide 27 – Map of Hong Kong: The major concession in the Treaty of Nanking was the island of Hong Kong.  This was granted to Great Britain under the treaty.  Additionally, further trading ports (5 more in total) were opened up to British merchants to trade and live in.  The tariff on trade items (the tax paid to import) was reduced and the licensed monopolies were eliminated.  The Chinese also paid a large indemnity (or war fine if you will) in silver.  Great Britain was also granted two other powerful new privileges.  It was given ‘most favored nation’ trading status.  This meant that whenever China granted future trade concessions to other countries in the future, the same terms would apply to Great Britain. The British also were granted extraterritoriality.

Slide 28 – Extraterritoriality:  This is a long word!  Does anyone have any ideas about what it means?  Think about the two pieces that make up this word: Extra and Territory.  What does ‘extra’ stand for in this case?

Slide 29 – Extraterritoriality def.: Extraterritoriality meant that British citizens in China were exempt from Chinese law.  If you were a British person in China and you robbed someone after the signing of the Treaty of Nanking, you wouldn’t have to go to Chinese court.  This would be a good thing for you, because Chinese justice was often more punitive than British.  But would the Chinese person you robbed see the punishment imposed on you by British law as fair?  Would you even be punished at all?

Slide 30 – Final slide: China had to give up Hong Kong, open more ports, pay fines, lower its tariffs, give Britain endless trade concession possibilities as a most favored nation, and grant British citizens extraterritoriality.  All of this over opium and, because of the loss, the opium trade only continued.  

Now we’re going to have a quick quiz to see what you’ve learned.  This isn’t graded but do your best.  Just write down the answer after I give you the question.  And yes, you can use your Vocabulary Timeline that you should have been filling out to help you.
Why did the British start selling opium?  Why did the Qing government make opium illegal?  Why did the British win the Opium War? Name at least two concessions the Chinese had to give the British in the Treaty of Nanking.  
