TREATY OF Tientsin [1885]
Article I.
            France undertakes to reestablish and maintain order in the provinces of Annam adjoining the Empire of China.  To this end, it will take the necessary measures to disperse or expel the bands of pillagers and vagabonds which have jeopardized public tranquillity and to prevent their reappearance.  However, French troops will never, in any case, cross the frontier which separates Tonkin from China, a frontier which France promises to respect and guarantee against all aggression.
Article V.
            French merchants and dependents and Chinese merchants will be permitted to carry on import and export commerce on the land frontier between China and Tonkin.  Such commerce will all be carried on at certain points, the number and choice of which will ultimately be determined in accordance with the development and importance of trade between the two countries.  It will take into account the regulations in force in the interior of the Chinese Empire.
Article VII.
            In pursuit of the development of more advantageous conditions in the commercial relations and good neighbourliness which the present Treaty has as its object to establish between France and China, the Government of the Republic will construct roads in Tonkin and will encourage the building of railroads.
            When, for its part, China decides to build railways, it is understood that it will turn to French industry, and the Government of the Republic will provide every facility to obtain in France the personnel it requires.  It is also understood that this clause will not be considered as constituting an exclusive privilege in French favour.

