Unequal Treaties Worksheet

Instructions: Students will rotate between four separate ‘stations’ in the classroom.  A separate treaty and background information document will be at each station.  Students will use the treaties and background information documents to answer the below questions.


Station 1: Treaty of Aigun
	Who did China sign this treaty with?
	

	What were the circumstances preceding the treaty?
	

	What did China concede?
	

	When was this treaty signed?
	




Station 2: Treaty of Tientsin, 1858
	With what nations did Chin sign this treaty?  Which nation is used as the primary source?
	

	What were the circumstances 
preceding the treaty?

	

	What did China concede?


	

	What do you think ‘most favored nation status’ means?

	

	How does the use of the term ‘most favored nation status’ require further Chinese concessions that are not directly outlined in the treaty? 
	









Station 3: Treaty of Tientsin, 1885
	Who did China sign this treaty with?
	

	What were the circumstances preceding the treaty?

	

	What did China concede?


	

	What other territory/nation is involved?  Is that nation’s status equal to or worse than China’s?
	





Station 4: Treaty of Shimonoseki, 1895
	Who did China sign this treaty with?
	

	What were the circumstances 
preceding the treaty?


	

	What did China concede?




	

	Why do you think Japan clearly stipulated all the terms inherent to ‘most favored nation’ status?
	

	What other territories/nations are involved?  How does the status of those nations/territories compare to China?
	



