Lesson Analysis: Viking Discoveries

1) Original Lesson Analysis (SLIDE & TREAD)

This lesson involves seven separate components, some of which are broken into additional steps in the lesson plan itself.  Many elements are TREAD-based with several SLIDE-based activities interspersed among the components.  

The first aspects of the lesson focus on interactive (receptive and productive) elements as students are encouraged to share in group discussion what they already know about Viking culture.  For beginning and intermediate ELLs, this aspect of the discussion could be difficult for student participation, especially if the students have had no prior exposure to Viking history or culture.  Advanced ELLs should be able to follow the group discussion.

As part of this activity, the teacher is to produce a map and invite students to identify the modern countries that represent historical Viking territory (ie Scandinavia – a phrase that might be outside of ELL cognition).  Additionally, students are invited to the map (on the board or projector) and draw/trace/outline possible Viking routes to various geographical destinations.

Key words for these first two components of the lesson include discuss, ask, identify, and trace/draw/outline.  Aside from indicating the route, which is a SLIDE activity, the remaining verbs are all TREAD verbs.

The third component of the lesson plan is to view or present material about Viking culture.  If using a video or a lecture with multiple visual components, this step can become more of a SLIDE activity.  However if the teacher merely lectures for this input stage, the process will be TREAD instead.  Keys for aiding ELLs of various levels of proficiency for this component involve offering reinforcement for key vocabulary words and concepts to help make the meaning clear.

The fourth component involves the class as a group describing a Viking longboat as well as speculating how the design of the longboats aided Vikings in exploration and raiding activities.  This is an interactive task that, as currently designed, is TREAD-based.  However there are opportunities to incorporate SLIDE elements to make the component more comprehensible to ELLs and to native speakers alike.

The fifth component, which consists of several steps in the original lesson plan, involves SLIDE-based small group activities whereby students construct/create their own Viking longboat from egg cartons and other provided materials.  Student groups then observe and demonstrate the capacity of longboats by having the created longboats placed in water and then laden with cargo.  

The sixth aspect of the lesson plan flows from the fifth.  Following completion of the experiment the class as a whole or in smaller groups is to discuss (TREAD) the results of the boat tests.  The weight/volume of the cargo to the size of the boat itself is to be used as a basis to theorize about how the longboat design contributed to Viking culture, including raiding and migration.

The seventh and final component involves a TREAD input-output activity in which students are to research web-based materials and then write a creative essay or journal entry in which the student discusses their own experience as a Viking that will reveal what they have learned.  This is an almost wholly verbal close to the lesson that may be difficult for ELL students to complete and will need to be bridged in the modified lesson plan. 

The remaining required steps (2-8) are located within the modified lesson plan itself.  Supplementary material is attached as a separate document.
