VIKING VOCABULARY

[image: ]Viking 
Definition: A seafaring Scandinavian people who plundered the coasts of northern  and western Europe from the 8th through the 10th centuries 

Context: Viking raiders eventually settled in the area of northern France now called Normandy.




[image: ]Scandinavia
Definition: The region of northern Europe that is the home of the Vikings.  The countries include Norway, Sweden, and Denmark.  Finland is also sometimes included.

Context: The Vikings sailed from Scandinavia in search of trade and plunder.

Extra: See Map handout for specific country locations


Nordic
Definition: Of, relating to, or characteristic of Scandinavia or its (Viking)peoples, languages, or cultures 

Context: The Nordic gods Tir and Thor lend their names to our calendar as Tuesday and Thursday.


[image: ]Longship or Longboat
Definition: The name given to the Viking boat/ship used as a primary means of travel and transportation.

Context:  The Vikings sailed in their longboats across the ocean to North America.





[image: ]Keel
Definition: The main structural support of a ship, running longwise along the center from end to end, off of which the rest of the ship is built.
 
Context: The keel of a ship maintains its stability in the water.
 Hull
Definition: The frame or body of a ship, exclusive of masts, sails or other upper features.

Context: Ancient Norse vessels had skins covering their hulls. 
[image: ]Nautical
Definition: Of, relating to, or characteristic of ships, shipping, sailors, or navigation on a body of water 

Context: The nautical skills of the Vikings allowed them to sail great distances.



[image: ]Navigable
Definition: Sufficiently deep or wide to provide passage for ships or boats
 
Context: The shallow construction of a Viking longship made the smallest rivers navigable.


[image: ]Route
Definition: The path, course, or direction of travel used to go from one place to another.

Context: The Vikings used a northern, island-hopping route to travel from Scandinavia to North America.


[image: ]
Raid
Definition: A surprise attack by a small armed force for the purpose of getting supplies and wealth.
 
Context: People living along the northern coast of Europe lived in fear of Viking raids.


[image: ]
Rune
Definition: The writing system used by Vikings which uses symbols to represent sounds, just like the English alphabet.

Context: The Vikings carved important information onto stone markers using runes.

[image: ]Saga
Definition:  Stories about Vikings that include histories as well as myths – often told orally but some were also written.

Context: The recounting of sagas was a favorite Viking pastime during the long Scandinavian winters.
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